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AU VE SIÈCLE AV. J.-C., L’HISTORIEN GREC HÉRODOTE ÉCRIT DANS SES 
HISTOIRES QUE « L’ÉGYPTE EST UN DON DU NIL. » CEPENDANT, LE NIL, POUR 
QU’IL SOIT SOURCE DE PROSPÉRITÉ, DOIT ÊTRE MAÎTRISÉ EN AMONT ET EN 

AVAL.

IN THE 5TH CENTURY BC, THE GREEK HISTORIAN HERODOTUS WROTE IN HIS 
HISTORIES THAT "EGYPT IS A GIFT OF THE NILE." HOWEVER, THE NILE, FOR 
IT TO BE A SOURCE OF PROSPERITY, MUST BE CONTROLLED UPSTREAM AND

DOWNSTREAM.



The traditional borders of
ancient Egypt are quite similar
to the borders of modern
Egypt. Thus, in the Old
Kingdom, the country is
delimited by:

•To the north by the
Mediterranean,
•South by the first cataract of
the Nile,
•To the west by the desert
libyque
•To the east by the Red Sea,
Sinai and Gaza region.



Map of Ancient Egypt

To the north the lower
Egypt, to the south the
upper Egypt, to the
east quoted of the
living and to the west
the quoted of the
dead.

1.Old empire: 2850 A 2052 BC.
2.Middle Empire: 2052 to 1570 BC .
3.New Empire: 1570 to 715 BC.





Organisation de la pharaonique  société 



Landscape and 
Location



Egypt could thus be described as a longitudinal oasis of
relatively uniform character. The climate, which is dry and
constant, and also the regular flooding of the Nile, seems to
manifest a natural order.

The river flows from south to 
north, indicating a first spatial 

direction. 

The sun rising east and setting 
west traces the other direction. 

The division of land on either side of the Nile forms a 
synthesis of fields with orthogonal coordinates, the 

river defining the longitudinal axis. 



Architectural 
typologies



FUNERARY ARCHITECTURE



pyramid

Mastaba 

Pyramid has 
degree

Smooth pyramid





-b) the serdab: it is a closed
room that houses exclusively
the statues of the dead, there
is never decoration in this
room. Narrow slits at eye level
allow the statues of the
deceased to communicate
with the chapel and enjoy
offerings and rites

The invisible visible part

a) the chapel: it is intended
to celebrate funeral
worship and to receive
offerings (agriculture,
hunting, fishing, meals...)
-on the table provided for
this purpose. The chapel
can be richly decorated



-a) the burial chamber
(the tomb ) dug into the
rock, it houses the
sarcophagus containing
the mummified body of
the deceased.

The invisible part underground 

-b) the well that
lowered the
sarcophagus into the
tomb. The well is filled
after the funeral to
avoid looting the
tomb.



La mastaba



The first pyramid built is none other than a mastaba that has been
transformed into a step pyramid by two successive enlargements
(mastabas were actually stacked on the first mastaba of origin.



This pyramid was built for King Djéser by the architect
Imhotep around 2800 BC. As in the mastabas, the burial
chamber (royal vault) is located in the invisible underground
part.



pyramide de Djéser à Saqqarah

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Saqqarah_Dj%C3%A9ser_02.jpg
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dj%C3%A9ser
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saqqarah


Restitution du complexe funéraire de Djéser

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/98/Djoser-complexe-couleurs.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Djoser-vue-g%C3%A9n%C3%A9rale2.jpg


La pyramide rhomboïdale à Dachour

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Bent_Pyramid_substructure_2.png


1: Entrée - 2 : Grande galerie - 3 : Chambre funéraire du roi -
4 : Chambres de décharge - 5 : Fausse chambre -
6 : Chambre de la reine - 7 : galeries d'aération 

La pyramide lisse



Very quickly the step pyramid evolved, the steps were
filled to give the monument the shape of a smooth
tetrahedron pointing to the sky. The most famous (and
largest) smooth pyramid is that of Pharaoh Cheops, it
reached 146 m in height.



Les trois grandes pyramides lisses



L’hypogée 







The hypogeum «Underground tombs dug in the rock of
the mountains» (it is also called; the temple of millions
of years











Plan du temple d'Horus à Edfou

N Puits

M Couloir de ronde

L Couloir mystérieux

K Le siège véritable

J Salle de l'Ennéade

I Escalier Est

H Escalier Ouest

G Salle des offrandes

F Laboratoire

E
Salle des fêtes 

ou 
de l'apparition

D Trésor

C Salle antérieure ou hypostyle

B
Cour des offrandes 

ou 
large cour de la libation

A Pylône

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:GD-EG-Edfou-map.png
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_d'Horus_(Edfou)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edfou
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:GD-EG-Edfou-map.png


PALATIAL ARCHITECTURE







Basically, the plan of the temple is divided into three parts- a
colonnaded courtyard, a hypostyle hall and a sanctuary –
arranged along an axis.

When entering the interior of the building, the spaces are
gradually narrower.



pylône du temple d'Horus 



Cour des offrandes 



In general, Egyptian buildings represent a synthesis of 3 main
vectors;

sustainable megalithic mass;
the orthogonal order;
the path or axis.



Materials and 
construction 
technology



Brickwork
The Egyptians used different 

types of brick assemblies. 
Above, an assembly playing on 

regular curves.

Pierre appareillée

1. The Egyptians used a regular 
isodome device with sharp joints 
without mortar. 

2. For the sake of economy related 
to the transport of the stone, the 
equipment could be irregular. 

3. In the case of large walls, such as 
pylons, dry stone backfill was 
used between two sidings.



This type of roof, used in domestic architecture, 
consists of reed stems laid on beams and covered with 

clay.

flat roof



Magasin du Ramesseum - Thèbes-
Ouest

Brick vault and dome



Construction d'une maison.

Transport des 
briques et du 

mortier

L’utilisation des rampes 
pour le transport des 

pierres

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Other_ramps1b.jpg




The architectural 
orders





Colonnes : les différents ordres égyptiens



http://www.cathjack.ch/images/egypte2003photos/kertassi/detail_cbnkker33_(Small).JPG








Colonnes avec chapiteaux 
papyriformes fermés

Temple de Louxor

Colonnes avec chapiteaux 
papyriformes ouverts

dite campaniforme

Ramesseum, Thèbes



Colonne protodorique 

http://artsplastiques.ac-bordeaux.fr/albums/EGYPTE/Archi/colonnes_obelisque_arbre_Djed/slides/000C_proto-dorique.html


Colonne Hathorique

Temple d’Hathor à Denderah

Colonne hathorique 



Colonnes à chapiteaux composites Kiosque de Trajan à Philae



Colonne piquet de tente

- Akhmenou à Karnak-





The organization of 
Egyptian cities



Features of the 
Egyptian city 

Administrative buildings
Administrative supervision is omnipresent in Egypt. Cities are, as in all 
civilizations, the place of affirmation of power and the administration 
therefore implanted all the official buildings. There are also palaces 
and grain reserves in the cities.

Place of worship
A place of worship, whether a temple or sanctuary is present in every 
Egyptian city. It is the most striking monument of the city, dominates 
by its architecture and occupies a considerable area.

city wall
construction of an enclosure was always ordered by the pharaoh. 
They could be up to 20 m high and wide.



all cities are built with parallel and
perpendicular streets. All these streets have the
same width (2-3 meters) except the main one.

The streets are narrow so that they are in the
shade and are oriented in the axis of the
prevailing winds.

Cities are divided into neighbourhoods. These
are separate areas, sometimes completely
isolated by walls.

Egyptian cities did not have a square.



SAQQARA



Vue satellitaire du site de 
Saqqarah Nord. (Site Egypte 

antique)

Situation de Saqqarah









La pyramide d’Ounas à 
Saqqarah.

(Site Egypte antique)

Saqqarah : la pyramide à degrés de 
Djéser.

(Site Egypte antique)



Mastaba de Chepseskaf, dit « El-
Faraoun » à  Saqqarah.
(Site Egypte antique)

Saqqarah : l’ ensemble funéraire de 
Djéser. La petite salle hypostyle de 

l’entrée. 
(Site Egypte antique)



Enceinte

Le complexe de Djeser est
entouré d'un mur d'enceinte de
calcaire fin, de 544 mètres de
long et 277 mètres de large.

Colonnade d'entrée

La salle hypostyle est bordée
de deux rangées de vingt
colonnes qui supportaient
une lourde toiture.

http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01916.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01916.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01917.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01917.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01917.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01917.html
http://www.insecula.com/salle/MS01917.html




GIZEH



Vue aérienne  de Gizeh





Le complexe de Gizeh se compose de trois unités similaires,
situées l’une à côté de l’autre sous une même orientation.

Chacune est constituée d’une pyramide, tombeau proprement
dit, d’un temple mortuaire à son pied et d’une longue chaussée
menant au temple de la vallée au bord du fleuve

La pyramide de Chéops est la plus grande masse de pierre jamais
érigée par l’homme. A l’origine, elle mesurait 23O X 23O mètres
et s’élevait à 146,6 mètres. La pyramide de Chéphren mesurait 215
X 215 mètres et s’élevait à 143,5 mètres. La pyramide de Mykérinos
est beaucoup plus petite que les deux autres.

Les temples funéraires ne nous sont parvenus qu’à l’état de
ruines, mais on peut en reconstituer les plans. Ils présentent
tous un tracé axial avec, au centre, une cour à pilastres











Les ensembles de Gizeh se caractérisent par l’extrême pureté et
la simplicité de leurs formes. Les détails d’articulation et de
décoration sont abolis, pour accroître l’effet des surfaces lisses
et des formes stéréométriques.

C’est là la première réalisation complète d’une structure
spatiale orthogonale dans l’architecture égyptienne.



Le sphinx





Bas-relief du 
temple d'Abydos.

http://www.cosmovisions.com/monuPyramides.htm
http://www.cosmovisions.com/monuSphinx.htm
http://www.cosmovisions.com/monuThebes.htm
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